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ALMA CE NTER WATERWORKS,
P W S  ID: 6 2 7 0 2 9 8 1

Water  Syste m  Infor m a t i o n
If you  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  informa tion  contained  in  this  
repor t ,  please  contac t  Jeff  J Gaede  at  (715)  964- 1022.

Opportu n i ty  for  input  on  deci s i o n s  affec t i n g  
your  water  quali ty

6:30  pm  2nd  Monday  of  each  month  @ Alma  Cente r  Village  Hall  200  N  
Church  Stree t  Alma  Cente r ,  WI 54611

Heal th  Inform a t i o n
Drinking  water ,  including  bottled  wate r ,  may  reasona bly  be  expected  to  
contain  at  least  small  amounts  of  some  contaminan t s .  The  presence  of  
contaminan t s  does  not  necessa r i ly  indicate  that  water  poses  a  heal th  risk.  
More  information  about  contamina n t s  and  potential  health  effects  can  be  
obtained  by  calling  the  Environme n t a l  Protection  Agency's  safe  drinking  
wate r  hotline  (800- 426- 4791).

Some  people  may  be  more  vulnerable  to  contamina n t s  in  drinking  wate r  
than  the  genera l  popula tion.  Immuno- compromised  persons  such  as  persons
with  cancer  undergoing  chemothe r a py,  persons  who  have  undergon e  organ  
transplan t s ,  people  with  HIV/AIDS  or  other  immune  systems  disorde r s ,  
some  elderly,  and  infants  can  be  particula r ly  at  risk  from  infections.  These  
people  should  seek  advice  about  drinking  water  from  their  health  care  
providers .  EPA/CDC  guidelines  on  approp ria t e  means  to  lessen  the  risk  of  
infection  by  cryptosporidium  and  other  microbial  contamina n t s  are  
available  from  the  Environme n t a l  Protec tion  Agency's  safe  drinking  wate r  
hotline  (800- 426- 4791).

Sourc e ( s )  of  Water
Sourc
e  ID

Sourc e
Depth  (in
feet )

Sta
tus

1
Groundw
ater

297
Acti
ve

To  obtain  a  summary  of  the  source  wate r  assessm e n t  please  contac t ,  Jeff  J 
Gaede  at  (715)  964- 1022.



Educat i o n a l  Inform a t i o n
The  sources  of  drinking  wate r  both  tap  wate r  and  bottled  water ,  include  
rivers,  lakes,  stream s,  ponds,  reservoirs,  springs  and  wells.  As water  travels
over  the  surface  of  the  land  or  through  the  ground,  it  dissolves  natur a lly  
occurring  minera ls  and,  in  some  cases,  radioact ive  mate rial ,  and  can  pick  
up  substance s  resul ting  from  the  presenc e  of  animals  or  from  human  
activity.

Contaminan t s  that  may  be  presen t  in  source  water  include:

 Microbial  contamina n t s ,  such  as  viruses  and  bacte r ia ,  which  may  
come  from  sewage  trea t me n t  plants,  septic  systems,  agricul tu r a l  
livestock  opera t ions  and  wildlife.

 Inorganic  contamina n t s  such  as  salts  and  metals,  which  can  be  
natur ally-  occurr ing  or  resul t  from  urban  stormw at e r  runoff,  indust rial
or  domestic  wastew a t e r  discha rge s ,  oil  and  gas  produc tion,  mining  or  
farming.

 Pesticides  and  herbicides ,  which  may  come  from  a  variety  of  sources  
such  as  agricul tu r e ,  urban  stormw at e r  runoff  and  residen tial  uses.

 Organic  chemical  contamina n t s ,  including  synthet ic  and  volatile  
organic  chemicals,  which  are  by-produc ts  of  indust rial  process es  and  
petroleum  produc tion,  and  can  also  come  from  gas  stations ,  urban  
stormw at e r  runoff  and  septic  systems.

 Radioact ive  contaminan t s ,  which  can  be  natur ally  occurr ing  or  be  the  
resul t  of  oil  and  gas  production  and  mining  activities.

In  order  to  ensure  that  tap  water  is  safe  to  drink,  EPA  prescr ibes  
regula t ions  that  limit  the  amount  of  certain  contamina n t s  in  wate r  provided  
by  public  wate r  systems.  FDA  regula tions  establish  limits  for  contaminan t s  
in  bottled  wate r ,  which  shall  provide  the  same  protect ion  for  public  health .

Defini t io n s
Term Defini t io n

AL
Action  Level:  The  concent r a t ion  of  a  contamina n t  which,  if 
exceeded ,  triggers  trea t m e n t  or  other  require m e n t s  which  a  
wate r  system  must  follow.

Level  1  
Assessm e
nt

A Level  1  assess m e n t  is  a  study  of  the  wate r  system  to  identify  
potential  problems  and  dete rmine,  if possible,  why  total  
coliform  bacte r ia  have  been  found  in  our  water  system.

Level  2  
Assessm e
nt

A Level  2  assess m e n t  is  a  very  detailed  study  of  the  water  
system  to  identify  poten tial  problems  and  determine,  if 
possible,  why  an  E.  coli  MCL  violation  has  occur re d  or  why  
total  coliform  bacte ria  have  been  found  in  our  water  system,  or  
both,  on  multiple  occasions.

MCL Maximum  Contamina n t  Level:  The  highes t  level  of  a  



Term Defini t io n
contaminan t  that  is  allowed  in  drinking  water .  MCLs  are  set  as  
close  to  the  MCLGs  as  feasible  using  the  best  available  
trea tm e n t  technology.

MCLG
Maximum  Contamina n t  Level  Goal:  The  level  of  a  contaminan t  
in  drinking  wate r  below  which  there  is  no  known  or  expected  
risk  to  health .  MCLGs  allow  for  a  margin  of  safety.

MFL million  fibers  per  liter

MRDL

Maximum  residual  disinfectan t  level:  The  highes t  level  of  a  
disinfect an t  allowed  in  drinking  wate r .  There  is  convincing  
evidence  that  addition  of  a  disinfectan t  is  necessa ry  for  control  
of  microbial  contamina n t s .

MRDLG

Maximum  residual  disinfectan t  level  goal:  The  level  of  a  
drinking  wate r  disinfectan t  below  which  there  is  no  known  or  
expected  risk  to  health .  MRDLGs  do  not  reflec t  the  benefits  of  
the  use  of  disinfectan t s  to  control  microbial  contaminan t s .

mrem/ye
ar

millirems  per  year  (a  measur e  of  radia tion  absorbed  by  the  
body)

NTU Nephelome t r ic  Turbidity  Units
pCi/l picocuries  per  liter  (a  measur e  of  radioact ivity)
ppm parts  per  million,  or  milligrams  per  liter  (mg/l)
ppb parts  per  billion,  or  microgra m s  per  liter  (ug/l)
ppt parts  per  trillion,  or  nanogra m s  per  liter
ppq parts  per  quadrillion,  or  picogra m s  per  liter
TCR Total  Coliform  Rule

TT
Treatm en t  Technique:  A required  process  intended  to  reduce  
the  level  of  a  contamina n t  in  drinking  water .

Dete c t e d  Conta m i n a n t s
Your  wate r  was  tested  for  many  contamina n t s  last  year.  We  are  allowed  to  
monitor  for  some  contamina n t s  less  frequen t ly  than  once  a  year.  The  
following  tables  list  only  those  contamina n t s  which  were  detec t ed  in  your  
wate r .  If a  contamina n t  was  detec t ed  last  year,  it  will  appea r  in  the  
following  tables  without  a  sample  date.  If the  contamina n t  was  not  
monitored  last  year,  but  was  detec ted  within  the  last  5  years,  it  will  appear  
in  the  tables  below  along  with  the  sample  date.

Microbi o l o g i c a l  Conta m i n a n t s

Conta m i
nant

MCL
MC
LG

Count
of  
Posi t i
ves

Violat
ion

Typical  
Sourc e  of  
Conta mi n
ant

E.  COLI Routine  and  repea t  
samples  are  total  
coliform- positive  and  

0 1 No Human  and
animal  
fecal  waste



Conta m i
nant

MCL
MC
LG

Count
of  
Posi t i
ves

Violat
ion

Typical  
Sourc e  of  
Conta mi n
ant

either  is  E.  coli-positive  
or  system  fails  to  take  
repea t  samples  following  
E.  coli- positive  routine  
sample  or  system  fails  to  
analyze  total  coliform-
positive  repea t  sample  
for  E.  coli

Coliforms  are  bacte r ia  that  are  natu rally  presen t  in  the  environme n t  and  are
used  as  an  indicato r  that  other ,  potentially  harmful,  waterbo rn e  pathogens  
may  be  presen t  or  that  a  potential  pathway  exists  through  which  
contamina tion  may  ente r  the  drinking  wate r  distribu tion  system.  We  found  
coliforms  indicating  the  need  to  look  for  potential  problems  in  water  
trea tm e n t  or  distribution.  When  this  occurs,  we  are  required  to  conduc t  
assess m e n t s  to  identify  problems  and  to  correc t  any  problems  that  were  
found  during  these  assess m e n t s .

During  the  past  year,  we  were  required  to  conduc t  1  Level  1  assess m e n t ( s) .  
All assess m e n t s  were  completed  on  time.  

Asses s m e n t s

Asses s m e n t  Descript i o n Statu s
Due  
Date

Compl
eted

Violat
ion

Perform  Level  1  Assessme n t :  
Multiple  Total  Coliform- positive  
samples

COMPLE
TE

10/26/2
016

10/4/20
16

No

Inorga n i c  Conta m i n a n t s

Conta m i n
ant  
(uni t s )

S
it
e

M
CL

MC
LG

Lev
el  
Fou
nd

Ra
nge

Sampl
e  Date  
(if  
prior  
to  
201 6 )

Violat
ion

Typical  
Sourc e  of  
Conta m i n a n t

ARSENIC  
(ppb)

10 n/a 0 0 8/12/20
14

No Erosion  of  
natur al  
deposi ts;  
Runoff  from  
orcha rds ;  
Runoff  from  
glass  and  
elect ronics  



Conta m i n
ant  
(uni t s )

S
it
e

M
CL

MC
LG

Lev
el  
Fou
nd

Ra
nge

Sampl
e  Date  
(if  
prior  
to  
201 6 )

Violat
ion

Typical  
Sourc e  of  
Conta m i n a n t

produc tion  
wastes

BARIUM  
(ppm)

2 2
0.00
4

0.0
04

8/12/20
14

No

Discharge  of  
drilling  wastes;  
Discharge  from  
metal  
refineries;  
Erosion  of  
natur al  deposi ts

CADMIU
M  (ppb)

5 5 2.0 2.0
8/12/20
14

No

Corrosion  of  
galvanized  
pipes;  Erosion  
of  natur al  
deposi ts;  
Discharge  from  
metal  
refineries;  
runoff  from  
waste  batte r ies  
and  paints

FLUORID
E (ppm)

4 4 0.3 0.3
8/12/20
14

No

Erosion  of  
natur al  
deposi ts;  Water
additive  which  
promotes  
strong  teeth;  
Discharge  from  
fertilizer  and  
aluminum  
factories

NITRATE  
(N03- N)  
(ppm)

10 10 0.00
0.0
0

No

Runoff  from  
fertilizer  use;  
Leaching  from  
septic  tanks,  
sewage;  
Erosion  of  
natur al  deposi ts

SELENIU
M  (ppb)

50 50 0 0 8/12/20
14

No Discharge  from  
petroleum  and  



Conta m i n
ant  
(uni t s )

S
it
e

M
CL

MC
LG

Lev
el  
Fou
nd

Ra
nge

Sampl
e  Date  
(if  
prior  
to  
201 6 )

Violat
ion

Typical  
Sourc e  of  
Conta m i n a n t

metal  
refineries;  
Erosion  of  
natur al  
deposi ts;  
Discharge  from  
mines

SODIUM  
(ppm)

n/a n/a 2.55
2.5
5

8/12/20
14

No n/a

Conta m i
nant  
(uni t s )

Acti
on  
Leve
l

MC
LG

90th  
Perc e n
tile  
Level  
Found

#  of  
Resul
ts

Sampl
e  Date  
(if  
prior  
to  
201 6 )

Violat
ion

Typical  
Sourc e  of  
Conta mi n a n
t

COPPER  
(ppm)

AL=
1.3

1.3 0.0593

0  of  5  
resul t
s  
were  
above
the  
action
level.

8/27/20
14

No

Corrosion  of  
household  
plumbing  
systems;  
Erosion  of  
natu ral  
deposi ts;  
Leaching  
from  wood  
preserva t ives

LEAD  
(ppb)

AL=
15

0 0.36

0  of  5  
resul t
s  
were  
above
the  
action
level.

8/27/20
14

No

Corrosion  of  
household  
plumbing  
systems;  
Erosion  of  
natu ral  
deposi ts

Radioa c t iv e  Conta m i n a n t s



Conta m i n a
nt  (unit s )

S
it
e

M
CL

MC
LG

Leve
l  
Fou
nd

Ra
nge

Sampl e  
Date  (if  
prior  to  
201 6 )

Violat
ion

Typical  
Sourc e  of  
Conta mi n a
nt

GROSS  
ALPHA,  
EXCL.  R & U
(pCi/l)

15 0 3.3 3.3
8/12/201
4

No
Erosion  of  
natu ral  
deposi ts

RADIUM,  
(226  +  228)  
(pCi/l)

5 0 3.0 3.0
8/12/201
4

No
Erosion  of  
natu ral  
deposi ts

GROSS  
ALPHA,  
INCL.  R & U
(n/a)

n/a n/a 3.3 3.3
8/12/201
4

No
Erosion  of  
natu ral  
deposi ts

Addition a l  Health  Inform a t i o n
If presen t ,  elevated  levels  of  lead  can  cause  serious  heal th  problems,  
especially  for  pregnan t  women  and  young  children.  Lead  in  drinking  wate r  
is  primarily  from  mater ials  and  componen t s  associa ted  with  service  lines  
and  home  plumbing.  Alma  Cente r  Waterworks  is  responsible  for  providing  
high  quality  drinking  wate r ,  but  cannot  control  the  variety  of  mate rials  used
in  plumbing  componen t s .  When  your  water  has  been  sitting  for  several  
hours,  you  can  minimize  the  potential  for  lead  exposure  by  flushing  your  tap
for  30  seconds  to  2  minutes  before  using  wate r  for  drinking  or  cooking.  If 
you  are  concerne d  about  lead  in  your  wate r ,  you  may  wish  to  have  your  
wate r  tested .  Informa tion  on  lead  in  drinking  wate r ,  testing  methods,  and  
steps  you  can  take  to  minimize  exposure  is  available  from  the  Safe  Drinking  
Water  Hotline  or  at  www.epa.gov/safew a t e r / lead .

Other  Compl ia n c e
Monitor i n g  and  Report in g  Violat io n s

Des cr ipt i o n
Conta m i n a
nt  Group

Sampl e  
Locatio n

Complian c e  
Period  
Beg i n n i n g

Complian c e
Period  
Endin g

DBP  
Monitoring/Repor
ting

Dbp
Distributi
on  System

7/1/2016 9/30/2016

We  are  required  to  monitor  your  drinking  wate r  for  specific  contamina n t s  
on  a  regula r  basis.  Results  of  regular  monitoring  are  an  indicato r  of  
whethe r  or  not  your  drinking  wate r  meets  health  standa rd s .  During  the  
period  between  July  1,  2016  and  Septemb e r  30,  2016,  we  did  not  monitor  
for  Disinfection  Byproduc t  contamina n t s ,  and  therefore  cannot  be  sure  of  
the  quality  of  your  drinking  wate r  during  that  time.



There  are  no  special  precau t ions  you  need  to  take  at  this  time.  However ,  it  
is  impor tan t  to  remem b e r  that  the  quality  of  your  drinking  wate r  is  not  
known  at  this  time.  

Action s  Taken
These  samples  were  added  to  our  require m e n t s  after  the  DNR  had  given  us  
our  monitoring  requirem e n t  list  for  the  year.  In  the  future  we  will  check  the  
monitoring  and  testing  require m e n t s  to  make  sure  there  is  no  additional  
testing  needed.   The  Alma  Cente r  wate r  system  will  be  testing  for  
Disinfection  Byproduc ts  in  the  summer  of  2017  to  ensure  your  water  meets  
the  limits  for  drinking  wate r .  The  Disinfection  Byproduc t s  were  last  checked
in  2014  and  met  the  limits  for  drinking  water .
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